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An Act to provide for a new law for the purpose of
implementing the United Nations Convention on the Rights of
the Child by repealing the existing Children Act

WHEREAS Bangladesh has become a party to the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child; and

WHEREAS it is expedient and necessary to provide for a new
law to consolidate and reenact the existing Children Act, by
repealing 1t, for the purpose of implementing the provisions of the
said Convention;

It is hereby enacted as follows:
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Section-1. Short title and commencement.— (1) This Act
may be called the Children Act, 2013.

It shall come into force on such date as the Government may, by

notification in the official Gazette, appoint.
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Guardian and Wards Act, 1890 (Act No. VIII of 1890)-
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‘cFremial SR 919 Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898
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Section-2. Definitions.—In this Act, unless there is anything
repugnant in the subject or context,

(1)
)

)

4

(3)

(6)
(7)

(8)
&)
(10)

“Department” means the Department of Social Services;
“legal or lawful guardian” means such a person who is, in
the interest of the child, appointed or declared by the court
as a guardian under section 7 of the Guardians and Wards
Act, 1890 (Act No. VIII of 1890);

“child in conflict with the law” means any child who is,
subject to the provisions of sections 82 and 83 of the Penal
Code, accused of any offence under any existing law or
found guilty upon trial;

“child in contact with the law” means any child who has
been victim of, or witness to, any offence under any
existing law;

“Penal Code” means the Penal Code, 1860 (Act No. X LV
of 1860);

“section” means any section of this Act;

“Safe Home” means any certified institute or any such
place or establishment, the authority of which carries out
the duty of keeping, in safe custody, the child sent thereto .
under this Act by a Children’s Court, the Child Affairs’
Police Officer, the Probation Officer or, as the case may
be, any other person or authority;

“certified institute” means any certified institute mentioned
in sections 59 and 60;

“Probation Officer” means any Probation Officer
mentioned in section 5;

“Code of Criminal Procedure” means the Code of Criminal
Procedure, 1898 (Act No. V of 1898);
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APPOINTMENT OF PROBATION OFFICERS AND THEIR
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

(IAl-¢ | ST FAFO! |—(5) 93 I SR WG A= &
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Section-S. Probation Officer.— (1) For performing functions
under this Act, the Government shall appoint one or more Probation
Officers in every district, upazila and metropolitan area, as the case
may be.

(2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), if any
person 1s appointed as a Probation Officer under any other existing
law immediately before the commencement of this Act, he shall
continue to work as a Probation Officer under this Act until further
direction is given as if he had been appointed as a Probation Officer
under sub-section (1).

(3) Until a Probation Officer is appointed for any area, the
Government may delegate the responsibilities of the Probation
Officer to any Social Services Officer or any other officer of similar
rank working in the Department or in different districts or upazilas
under the Department.
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